
Entry Conditions for the Schengen area for a short stay 
 
 
List of the Schengen area 
The Schengen area covers 26 countries ("Schengen States") without border controls between them. 
These countries are: Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland.  
 
Legal basis  

Regulation (EU) 2016/399 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on a Union 
Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code)1 

 

Article 6 The entry conditions for third-country nationals 

1. For intended stays on the territory of the Member States of a duration of no more than 90 days in 
any 180-day period, which entails considering the 180-day period preceding each day of stay2, the 
entry conditions for third-country nationals shall be the following:  

(a) they are in possession of a valid travel document entitling the holder to cross the border 
satisfying the following criteria:  

(i) its validity shall extend at least three months after the intended date of departure 
from the territory of the Member States. In a justified case of emergency, this 
obligation may be waived;  

(ii) it shall have been issued within the previous 10 years; 

(b) they are in possession of a valid visa, if required pursuant to Council Regulation (EC) No 
539/2001, except where they hold a valid residence permit or a valid long-stay visa; 

(c) they justify the purpose and conditions of the intended stay, and they have sufficient means 
of subsistence3, both for the duration of the intended stay and for the return to their country of 
origin or transit to a third country into which they are certain to be admitted, or are in a position 
to acquire such means lawfully; 

(d) they are not persons for whom an alert has been issued in the SIS for the purposes of 
refusing entry; 

(e) they are not considered to be a threat to public policy, internal security, public health or the 
international relations of any of the Member States, in particular where no alert has been 
issued in Member States’ national data bases for the purposes of refusing entry on the same 
grounds. 

2.  For the purposes of implementing paragraph 1, the date of entry shall be considered as the first 
day of stay on the territory of the Member States and the date of exit shall be considered as the last 
day of stay on the territory of the Member States. Periods of stay authorised under a residence permit 
or a long-stay visa shall not be taken into account in the calculation of the duration of stay on the 
territory of the Member States. 

                                                           
1  You can find the most recent version on the website of the EU https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=en 

 
2  You can find more information on the exact calculation of 90 days in any 180-day period on the website of the EU: 
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/border-
crossing/docs/short_stay_schengen_calculator_user_manual_en.pdf 
 
Link to the electronic calculator of the EU: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/content/visa-calculator_en 

3  The assessment of sufficient means of subsistence may be based on the cash, travellers’ cheques and credit cards in the 
third-country national’s possession. Declarations of sponsorship, where such declarations are provided for by national law and 
letters of guarantee from hosts, as defined by national law, where the third-country national is staying with a host, may also 
constitute evidence of sufficient means of subsistence. 

 



 

Further Information on the website of the EU, including FAQ’s 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/visa-policy/schengen_area_en 

 

 


